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•Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms: Or, Words as Worlds

•WWII and the Forging National Belonging

•The Invention of the “American Way”: Intellectual, Economic, Social,
Political Contexts of 1930s-40s

•Varieties of Individualism and the “American Way” of Freedom

•An American Way of Religion?: Creating the “Judeo-Christian Tradition”

•WWII and American “Democracy”: An Ideal in Search of a Meaning?





“In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world
founded upon four essential human freedoms.
The first is freedom of speech and expression--everywhere in the world.
The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way--everywhere
in the world.
The third is freedom from want--which, translated into world terms, means
economic understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life
for its inhabitants-everywhere in the world.
The fourth is freedom from fear--which, translated into world terms, means a world-
wide reduction of armaments [so]…that no nation will be in a position to commit an
act of physical aggression against any neighbor--anywhere in the world….”

--Franklin D. Roosevelt, Address to Congress, Jan. 6, 1941

Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms: Or, Words as Worlds



“[Against new order of tyranny we propose a]…greater conception--the moral order.
A good society is able to face schemes of world domination and foreign revolutions
alike without fear…..
This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts of its millions
of free men and women; and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God.
….Our strength is our unity of purpose.”

--Franklin D. Roosevelt, Address to Congress, Jan. 6, 1941

Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms: Or, Words as Worlds



Norman Rockwell
Four Freedoms (1943)

WWII and Forging National Belonging 



Arthur Szyk
Four Freedoms Prayer (1949)

Norman Rockwell
Four Freedoms (1943)

WWII and Forging National Belonging 



Will Durant (1885-1981)
American Philosopher

“This little church is the first and final
symbol of America. For men came
across the sea not merely to find new
soil for their plows but to win freedom
for their souls, to think and speak and
worship as they would….These men
coming out of their chapel – what is
the finest thing about them…?  It is that
they do not demand that others should
worship as they do, or even that others
should worship at all….It is not held
against them; mutely these worshipers
understand that faith takes many
forms, and that men name with diverse
words the hope that in their hearts is
one.”

-- “Freedom of Worship,” Saturday
Evening Post (1943)



“Are we, as some have said, merely a hodgepodge of minorities?  Or are we a
nation with a common background and, despite our political battles, a
continuing national idea?”

--historian James Truslow Adams (1940)

The Invention of the “American Way”



Margaret Mead (1901-1978)
Cultural Anthropologist &

Public Intellectual

“For it must be realised by any student of civilisation that
we pay heavily for our heterogeneous, rapidly changing
civilisation;...we pay in an every-increasing number of
neuroses, we pay in the lack of a coherent  tradition
without which the development of art [and personality]
is sadly handicapped… We have many standards but we
still believe that only one standard can be the right one.”

--Coming of Age in Samoa  (1928)

The Invention of the “American Way”: Intellectual Context



The Invention of the “American Way”: Economic Context



The Invention of the “American Way”: Social Context (Racial, Ethnic Pluralism)



The Invention of the “American Way”:  National and Int’l Political Context



Varieties of Individualism and the “American Way” of Freedom

How to be a Leader in a Nutshell:
1. Begin with praise and honest
appreciation.
2. Call attention to people's mistakes
indirectly.
3. Talk about your own mistakes before
criticizing the other person.
4. Ask questions instead of giving direct
orders.
5. Let the other person save face.
6. Praise the slightest improvement and
praise every improvement. Be "hearty in
your approbation and lavish in your praise."
7. Give the other person a fine reputation
to live up to.
8. Use encouragement. Make the fault
seem easy to correct.
9. Make the other person happy about
doing the thing you suggest.

--Carnegie, How to Win Friends… (1936)



Ayn Rand (1905-1982)
Writer, Political Philosopher

Varieties of Individualism and the “American Way” of Freedom

"Civilization is the progress toward a society of
privacy. The savage's whole existence is public, ruled
by the laws of his tribe. Civilization is the process of
setting man free from men."

--The Fountainhead (1943)

“Contradictions do not exist. Whenever you think
that you are facing a contradiction, check your
premises. You will find that one of them is wrong."

--Atlas Shrugged (1957)

"It is futile to fight against, if one does not know what
one is fighting for.”

--Capitalism, the Unknown Ideal (1966)

“But what is freedom? Freedom from what? There is
nothing to take a man’s freedom away from him, save
other men. To be free, a man must be free of his
brothers. That is freedom. That and nothing else.”

--Anthem (1938)



An American Way of Religion ?
Creating the “Judeo-Christian Tradition”

“Today we realize, as never since Christianity’s birth, how intimate
are the relations of the two religions, so intimate and insoluble that
they  are truly, basically one, that they have a common descent, a
common vision, hope, mission, face a common foe and a common
fate, must achieve a common victory or share a common death.  We
speak now, with still inadequate but steadily expanding
understanding, of the Judeo-Christian heritage. We comprehend, as
we have not comprehended in all of nineteen hundred years, that
Judaism and Christianity are partners in the great work of world-
redemption and the progressive unfolding of the world-spirit.”

--Julian Morgenstern, Pres. of Reform Judaism’s Hebrew Union
College (ca. 1943)



“Are we, as some have said, merely a hodgepodge of minorities?  Or are we a nation
with a common background and, despite our political battles, a continuing national
idea?”

--historian James Truslow Adams (1940)

America as an “intellectual project and a national ideal”
--historian Leo Marx (2003-4)

WWII Intellectual and Cultural Project: Forging National Belonging,
Creating a National Imaginary



“No matter how uniform and constant
human nature is in the abstract, the
conditions within which and upon which it
operates have changed so greatly since
political democracy was established among
us, that democracy cannot now depend
upon…political institutions
alone….[D]emocracy is expressed in the
attitudes of human beings and is measured
by consequences it produced in their
lives….We have advanced far enough to say
that democracy is a way of life.”

--Freedom and Culture (1939)

Robert Maynard Hutchins
(1899-1977)

Philosopher, University
President, Editor of Great

Books Series

WWII and American “Democracy”: 
An Ideal in Search of a Meaning?  

John Dewey (1859-1952)
Philosopher, Political
Theorist, Educator

“With our vague feeling that
democracy is just a way of life, a way
of living pleasantly in comparative
peace with the world and one another,
we may soon begin to wonder whether
it can stand the strain of modern
times…. Now democracy is not merely
a good form of government; it is the
best.”

--Education for Freedom (1943)



Intellectual and Cultural Contexts of WWII
Suggested Texts for Classroom Use:

F.D.R., “Four Freedoms” Speech, 1941

Will Durant, “Freedom of Worship,” 1943

Margaret Mead, Coming of Age in Samoa (1928)

Dale Carnegie, How to Win Friends and Influence People (1936)

Ayn Rand, Fountainhead (1943)

John Dewey,  “Democracy and Human Nature,” Freedom and Culture  (1939)

Robert Maynard Hutchins,  “Education at War,”Education for Freedom (1943)

***bonus text: Erich Fromm, Escape From Freedom (1941)



Albert Einstein (1879-1955)
Thomas Mann (1875-1955)

Intellectual Exiles to the U.S.:
Reflections on American Democracy

Billy Wilder
 (1906-2002)

Hannah Arendt
(1906-1975)

“Hitler is my best friend; he shakes
the tree and I collect the apples.”

            --Walter Cook, N.Y.U. Administrator

Erich Fromm
 (1900-1980)

“[M]odern man, freed from the bonds
of preinvidualistic society, which
simultaneously gave him security and
limits him, has not gained freedom in
the positive sense of the realization of
his individual self; that is, the
expression of his intellectual, emotional
and sensuous possibilities. Freedom,
though it has brought him
independence and rationality, has made
him isolated and, thereby anxious and
powerless. …
Can freedom become a burden, too
heavy for man to bear, something he
tries to escape from?”
Fromm, Escape From Freedom (1941)


