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"The Anglo-Saxon and the World's Future" (1890)
Josiah Strong

Every race which has deeply impressed itself on the human family has been the
representative of some great idea—one or more—which has given direction to the
nation's life and form to its civilization. . . . The Anglo-Saxon is the representative of two
great ideas, which are closely related. One of them is that of civil liberty. Nearly all of the
civil liberty of the world is enjoyed by Anglo-Saxons: the English, the British colonists,
and the people of the United States. . . .
The other great idea of which the Anglo-Saxon is the exponent is that of a pure
spiritual Christianity. . . . Most of the spiritual Christianity in the world is found among
Anglo-Saxons and their converts; for this is the great missionary race. . . . Evidently it is
chiefly to the English and American peoples that we must look for the evangelization of
the world. It is not necessary to argue to those for whom I write that the two great needs
of mankind, that all men may be lifted up into the light of the highest Christian
civilization, are, first, a pure, spiritual Christianity, and second, civil liberty. Without
controversy, these are the forces which, in the past, have contributed most to the
elevation of the human race, and they must continue to be, in the future, the most
efficient ministers to its progress. It follows, then, that the Anglo-Saxon, as the great
representative of these two ideas, the depositary of these two greatest blessings, sustains
peculiar relations to the world's future, is divinely commissioned to be, in a peculiar
sense, his brother's keeper. . . .
There can be no reasonable doubt that North America is to be the great home of
the Anglo-Saxon, the principal seat of his power, the center of his life and influence. . . .
Our continent has room and resources and climate, it lies in the pathway of the nations, it
belongs to the zone of power, and already, among Anglo-Saxons, do we lead in
population and wealth. Of England, Franklin once wrote: "That pretty island which,
compared to America, is but a stepping-stone in a brook, scarce enough of it above water
to keep one's shoes dry." England can hardly hope to maintain her relative importance
among Anglo-Saxon peoples when her "pretty island" is the home of only one-twentieth
part of that race. . . .
America is to have the great preponderance of numbers and of wealth, and by the
logic of events will follow the scepter of controlling influence. This will be but the
consummation of a movement as old as civilization—a result to which men have looked
forward for centuries. . . . It surely needs no prophet's eye to see that the civilization of
the United States is to be the civilization of America, and that the future of the continent
is ours. In 1880, the United States had already become the home of more than one-half of
the Anglo-Saxon race; and, if the computations already given, are correct, a much larger
proportion will be here a hundred years hence. . . . Furthermore, it is significant that the
marked characteristics of this race are being here emphasized most. Among the most
striking features of the Anglo-Saxon is his money-making power—a power of increasing
importance in the widening commerce of the world's future. We have seen, in a preceding
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chapter, that, although England is by far the richest nation of Europe, we have already
outstripped her in the race after wealth, and we have only begun the development of our
vast resources.
Again, another marked characteristic of the Anglo-Saxon is what may be called
an instinct or genius for colonizing. His unequaled energy, his indomitable perseverance,
and his personal independence, made him a pioneer. He excels all others in pushing his
way into new countries. It was those in whom this tendency was strongest that came to
America, and this inherited tendency has been further developed by the westward sweep
of successive generations across the continent. So noticeable has this characteristic
become that English visitors remark it. Charles Dickens once said that the typical
American would hesitate to enter heaven unless assured that he could go farther west.
Again, nothing more manifestly distinguishes the Anglo-Saxon than his intense
and persistent energy, and he is developing in the United States an energy which, in
eager activity and effectiveness, is peculiarly American. . . . Every one is free to become
whatever he can make of himself; free to transform himself from a rail-splitter or a
tanner or a canal-boy, into the nation's President. Our aristocracy, unlike that of Europe,
is open to all comers. Wealth, position, influence, are prizes offered for energy; and
every farmer's boy, every apprentice and clerk, every friendless and penniless
immigrant, is free to enter the list. Thus many causes co-operate to produce here the
most forceful and tremendous energy in the world.
What is the significance of such facts? These tendencies infold the future; they
are the mighty alphabet with which God writes his prophecies. May we not, by a careful
laying together of the letters, spell out something of his meaning? It seems to me that
God, with infinite wisdom and skill, is training the Anglo-Saxon race for an hour sure to
come in the world's future. Heretofore there has always been in the history of the world
a comparatively unoccupied land westward, into which the crowded countries of the
East have poured their surplus populations. But the widening waves of migration, which
millenniums ago rolled east and west from the valley of the Euphrates, meet to-day on
our Pacific coast. There are no more new worlds. The unoccupied arable lands of the
earth are limited, and will soon be taken. The time is coming when the pressure of
population on the means of subsistence will be felt here as it is now felt in Europe and
Asia. Then will the world enter upon a new stage of its history—the final competition of
races, for which the Anglo-Saxon is being schooled. Long before the thousand millions
are here, the mighty centrifugal tendency, inherent in this stock and strengthened in the
United States, will assert itself. Then this race of unequaled energy, with all the majesty
of numbers and the might of wealth behind it—the representative, let us hope, of the
largest liberty, the purest Christianity, the highest civilization—having developed
peculiarly aggressive traits calculated to impress its institutions upon mankind, will
spread itself over the earth. If I read not amiss, this powerful race will move down upon
Mexico, down upon Central and South America, out upon the islands of the sea, over
upon Africa and beyond. And can any one doubt that the result of this competition of
races will be the "survival of the fittest"?

Stepping Onto Stage of World Power

3

. . . Is there room for reasonable doubt that this race, unless devitalized by alcohol
and tobacco, is destined to dispossess many weaker races, assimilate others, and mold the
remainder, until, in a very true and important sense, it has Anglo-Saxonized mankind?
1

Josiah Strong, "The Anglo-Saxon and the World's Future," Ch. 14 from Our Country, edited by Jurgen
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(Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press, 1963), 200-218.
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Excerpts from The Influence of Sea Power upon History,
1
1660-1783 (1890)
Alfred Thayer Mahan
First, in peace: The government by its policy can favor the natural growth of a
people's industries and its tendencies to seek adventure and gain by way of the sea; or it
can try to develop such industries and such sea-going bent, when they do not naturally
exist; or, on the other hand, the government may by mistaken action check and fetter the
progress which the people left to themselves would make. In any one of these ways the
influence of the government will be felt, making or marring the sea power of the country
in the matter of peaceful commerce; upon which alone, it cannot be too often insisted, a
thoroughly strong navy can be based.
Secondly, for war: The influence of the government will be felt in its most
legitimate manner in maintaining an armed navy, of a size commensurate with the growth
of its shipping and the importance of the interests connected with it. More important even
than the size of the navy is the question of its institutions, favoring a healthful spirit and
activity, and providing for rapid development in time of war by an adequate reserve of
men and of ships and by measures for drawing out that general reserve power which has
before been pointed to, when considering the character and pursuits of the people.
Undoubtedly under this second head of warlike preparation must come the maintenance
of suitable naval stations, in those distant parts of the world to which the armed shipping
must follow the peaceful vessels of commerce. . . .
Colonies attached to the mother-country afford, therefore, the surest means of
supporting abroad the sea power of a country. In peace, the influence of the government
should be felt in promoting by all means a warmth of attachment and a unity of interest
which will make the welfare of one the welfare of all, and the quarrel of one the quarrel
of all; and in war, or rather for war, by inducing such measures of organization and
defence as shall be felt by all to be a fair distribution of a burden of which each reaps the
benefit.
Such colonies the United States has not and is not likely to have. . . . Having therefore no
foreign establishments, either colonial or military, the ships of war of the United States,
in war, will be like land birds, unable to fly far from their own shores. To provide restingplaces for them, where they can coal and repair, would be one of the first duties of a
government proposing to itself the development of the power of the nation at sea.
As the practical object of this inquiry is to draw from the lessons of history
inferences applicable to one's own country and service, it is proper now to ask how far
the conditions of the United States involve serious danger, and call for action on the part
of the government, in order to build again her sea power. It will not be too much to say
that the action of the government since the Civil War, and up to this day, has been
effectively directed solely to what has been called the first link in the chain which makes
sea power. Internal development, great production, with the accompanying aim and boast
of self-sufficingness, such has been the object, such to some extent the result. In this the
government has faith fully reflected the bent of the controlling elements of the country,
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though it is not always easy to feel that such controlling elements are truly representative,
even in a free country. However that may be, there is no doubt that, besides having no
colonies, the intermediate link of a peaceful shipping, and the interests involved in it, are
now likewise lacking. In short, the United States has only one link of the three.
. . . Her commerce is even now carried on by others; why should her people desire
that which, if possessed, must be defended at great cost? So far as this question is
economical, it is outside the scope of this work; but conditions which may entail
suffering and loss on the country by war are directly pertinent to it. Granting therefore
that the foreign trade of the United States, going and coming, is on board ships which an
enemy cannot touch except when bound to a blockaded port, what will constitute an
efficient blockade? . . . To avoid such blockades there must be a military force afloat that
will at all times so endanger a blockading fleet that it can by no means keep its place.
Then neutral ships, except those laden with contraband of war, can come and go freely,
and maintain the commercial relations of the country with the world outside. . . .
The question is eminently one in which the influence of the government should
make itself felt, to build up for the nation a navy which, if not capable of reaching distant
countries, shall at least be able to keep clear the chief approaches to its own. The eyes of
the country have for a quarter of a century been turned from the sea; the results of such a
policy and of its opposite will be shown in the instance of France and of England.
Without asserting a narrow parallelism between the case of the United States and either
of these, it may safely be said that it is essential to the welfare of the whole country that
the conditions of trade and commerce should remain as far as possible unaffected by an
external war. In order to do this, the enemy must be kept not only out of our ports, but far
away from our coasts.
1

Alfred Thayer Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power upon History, 1660-1783 (Boston: Little, Brown, and
Co., 1890), 82-89.
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Fig. 1
“The Spanish Brute Adds Mutilation to Murder”
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Fig. 2
“The Cares of a Growing Family”
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Fig. 3
“Cuba’s Freedom Is Not Far Off”
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Fig. 4
“The White Man’s Burden”
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"The March of the Flag" (1898)
Albert J. Beveridge

It is a noble land that God has given us; a land that can feed and clothe the world;
a land whose coastlines would inclose half the countries of Europe; a land set like a
sentinel between the two imperial oceans of the globe, a greater England with a nobler
destiny.
It is a mighty people that He has planted on this soil; a people sprung from the
most masterful blood of history; a people perpetually revitalized by the virile, manproducing working-folk of all the earth; a people imperial by virtue of their power, by
right of their institutions, by authority of their Heaven-directed purposes-the
propagandists and not the misers of liberty.
It is a glorious history our God has bestowed upon His chosen people; a history
heroic with faith in our mission and our future; a history of statesmen who flung the
boundaries of the Republic out into unexplored lands and savage wilderness; a history of
soldiers who carried the flag across blazing deserts and through the ranks of hostile
mountains, even to the gates of sunset; a history of a multiplying people who overran a
continent in half a century; a history of prophets who saw the consequences of evils
inherited from the past and of martyrs who died to save us from them; a history divinely
logical, in the process of whose tremendous reasoning we find ourselves to-day.
Therefore, in this campaign, the question is larger than a party question. It is an
American question. It is a world question. Shall the American people continue their
march toward the commercial supremacy of the world? Shall free institutions broaden
their blessed reign as the children of liberty wax in strength, until the empire of our
principles is established over the hearts of all mankind?
Have we no mission to perform, no duty to discharge to our fellow-man?
Has God endowed us with gifts beyond our deserts and marked us as the people of
His peculiar favor, merely to rot in our own selfishness, as men and nations must,
who take cowardice for their companion and self for their deity—as China has, as
India has, as Egypt has?
Shall we be as the man who had one talent and hid it, or as he who had ten
talents and used them until they grew to riches? And shall we reap the reward that waits
on our discharge of our high duty; shall we occupy new markets for what our farmers
raise, our factories make, our merchants sell—aye, and, please God, new markets for
what our ships shall carry?
Hawaii is ours; Porto Rico is to be ours; at the prayer of her people Cuba
finally will be ours; in the islands of the East, even to the gates of Asia, coaling
stations are to be ours at the very least; the flag of a liberal government is to float over
the Philippines, and may it be the banner that Taylor unfurled in Texas and Fremont
carried to the coast.
The Opposition tells us that we ought not to govern a people without their
consent. I answer, The rule of liberty that all just government derives its authority from
the consent of the governed, applies only to those who are capable of self-government.
We govern the Indians without their consent, we govern our territories without their
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consent, we govern our children without their consent. How do they know that our
government would be without their consent? Would not the people of the Philippines
prefer the just, humane, civilizing government of this Republic to the savage, bloody
rule of pillage and extortion from which we have rescued them? And, regardless of
this formula words made only for enlightened, self-governing people, do we owe no
duty to the world? Shall we turn these peoples back to the reeking hands from which
we have taken them? Shall we abandon them, with Germany, England, Japan,
hungering for them? Shall we save them from those nations, to give them a self-rule of
tragedy?
They ask us how we shall govern these new possessions. I answer: Out of local
conditions and the necessities of the case methods of government will grow. If England
can govern foreign lands, so can America. If Germany can govern foreign lands, so can
America. If they can supervise protectorates, so can America. Why is it more difficult to
administer Hawaii than New Mexico or California? Both had a savage and an alien
population; both were more remote from the seat of government when they came under
our dominion than the Philippines are to-day.
Will you say by your vote that American ability to govern has decayed; that a
century's experience in self-rule has failed of a result? Will you affirm by your vote that
you are an infidel to American power and practical sense? Or will you say that ours is the
blood of government; ours the heart of dominion; ours the brain and genius of
administration? Will you remember that we do but what our fathers did—we but pitch the
tents of liberty farther westward, farther southward— we only continue the march of the
flag?
The march of the flag! In 1789 the flag of the Republic waved over 4,000,000
souls in thirteen states, and their savage territory which stretched to the Mississippi, to
Canada, to the Floridas. The timid minds of that day said that no new territory was
needed, and, for the hour, they were right. But Jefferson, through whose intellect the
centuries marched; Jefferson, who dreamed of Cuba as an American state; Jefferson, the
first Imperialist of the Republic—Jefferson acquired that imperial territory which swept
from the Mississippi to the mountains, from Texas to the British possessions, and the
march of the flag began! . . .
And, now, obeying the same voice that Jefferson heard and obeyed, . . . our
President today plants the flag over the islands of the seas, outposts of commerce,
citadels of national security, and the march of the flag goes on! . . .
The ocean does not separate us from lands of our duty and desire—the oceans
join us, rivers never to be dredged, canals never to be repaired. Steam joins us;
electricity joins us—the very elements are in league with our destiny. Cuba not
contiguous! Porto Rico not contiguous! Hawaii and the Philippines not contiguous! The
oceans make them contiguous. And our navy will make them contiguous. . . .
The resources and the commerce of these immensely rich dominions will be
increased as much as American energy is greater than Spanish sloth. In Cuba, alone, there
are 15,000,000 acres of forest unacquainted with the ax, exhaustless mines of iron,
priceless deposits of manganese, millions of dollars' worth of which we must buy, to-day,
from the Black Sea districts. There are millions of acres yet unexplored.
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The resources of Porto Rico have only been trifled with. The riches of the
Philippines have hardly been touched by the finger-tips of modern methods. And they
produce what we consume, and consume what we produce—the very predestination of
reciprocity—a reciprocity "not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." They sell hemp,
sugar, cocoanuts, fruits of the tropics, timber of price like mahogany; they buy flour,
clothing, tools, implements, machinery and all that we can raise and make. Their trade
will be ours in time. . . .
Our trade with Porto Rico, Hawaii, and the Philippines must be as free as between
the states of the Union, because they are American territory, while every other nation on
earth must pay our tariff before they can compete with us. Until Cuba shall ask for
annexation, our trade with her will, at the very least, be like the preferential trade of
Canada with England. That, and the excellence of our goods and products; that, and the
convenience of traffic; that, and the kinship of interests and destiny, will give the
monopoly of these markets to the American people.
The commercial supremacy of the Republic means that this nation is to be the
sovereign factor in the peace of the world. For the conflicts of the future are to be
conflicts of trade— struggles for markets—commercial wars for existence. And the
golden rule of peace is impregnability of position and invincibility of preparedness. . . .
There are so many real things to be done-canals to be dug, railways to be laid,
forests to be felled, cities to be builded, fields to be tilled, markets to be won, ships to be
launched, peoples to be saved, civilization to be proclaimed and the flag of liberty flung
to the eager air of every sea. Is this an hour to waste upon triflers with nature's laws? Is
this a season to give our destiny over to word-mongers and prosperity-wreckers? No! It is
an hour to remember our duty to our homes. It is a moment to realize the opportunities
fate has opened to us. And so it is an hour for us to stand by the Government.
Wonderfully has God guided us. Yonder at Bunker Hill and Yorktown His
Providence was above us. At New Orleans and on ensanguined seas His hand sustained
us. Abraham Lincoln was His minister and His was the altar of freedom the Nation's
soldiers set up on a hundred battlefields. His power directed Dewey in the East and
delivered the Spanish fleet into our hands, as He delivered the elder Armada into the
hands of our English sires two centuries ago. The American people can not use a
dishonest medium of exchange; it is ours to set the world its example of right and honor.
We can not fly from our world duties; it is ours to execute the purpose of a fate that has
driven us to be greater than our small intentions. We can not retreat from any soil where
Providence has unfurled our banner; it is ours to save that soil for liberty and civilization.
1
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William Jennings Bryan

When the advocates of imperialism find it impossible to reconcile a colonial
policy with the principles of our government or with the canons of morality; when they
are unable to defend it upon the ground of religious duty or pecuniary profit, they fall
back in helpless despair upon the assertion that it is destiny. “Suppose it does violate the
constitution,” they say; “suppose it does break all the commandments; suppose it does
entail upon the nation an incalculable expenditure of blood and money; it is destiny and
we must submit.”
The people have not voted for imperialism; no national convention has declared
for it; no Congress has passed upon it. To whom, then, has the future been revealed?
Whence this voice of authority? We can all prophesy, but our prophesies are merely
guesses, colored by our hopes and our surroundings. Man’s opinion of what is to be is
half wish and half environment. Avarice paints destiny with a dollar mark before it,
militarism equips it with a sword.
He is the best prophet who, recognizing the omnipotence of truth,
comprehends most clearly the great forces which are working out the progress, not of
one party, not of one nation, but of the human race. . . .
We have reached another crisis. The ancient doctrine of imperialism, banished
from our land more than a century ago, has recrossed the Atlantic and challenged
democracy to mortal combat upon American soil.
Whether the Spanish war shall be known in history as a war for liberty or as a war
of conquest; whether the principles of self-government shall be strengthened or
abandoned; whether this nation shall remain a homogeneous republic or become a
heterogeneous empire—these questions must be answered by the American people—
when they speak, and not until then, will destiny be revealed.
Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice; it is not a thing to be
waited for, it is a thing to be achieved.
No one can see the end from the beginning, but every one can make his course an
honorable one from beginning to end, by adhering to the right under all circumstances.
Whether a man steals much or little may depend upon his opportunities, but whether he
steals at all depends upon his own volition.
So with our nation. If we embark upon a career of conquest no one can tell how
many islands we may be able to seize, or how many races we may be able to subjugate;
neither can any one estimate the cost, immediate and remote, to the nation’s purse and to
the nation’s character, but whether we shall enter upon such a career is a question which
the people have a right to decide for themselves.
Unexpected events may retard or advance the nation’s growth, but the nation’s
purpose determines its destiny.
What is the nation’s purpose?
The main purpose of the founders of our government was to secure for themselves
and for posterity the blessings of liberty, and that purpose has been faithfully followed up
to this time. Our statesmen have opposed each other upon economic questions, but they
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have agreed in defending self-government as the controlling national idea. They have
quarreled among themselves over tariff and finance, but they have been united in their
opposition to an entangling alliance with any European power.
Under this policy our nation has grown in numbers and in strength. Under this
policy its beneficent influence has encircled the globe. Under this policy the taxpayers
have been spared the burden and the menace of a large military establishment and the
young men have been taught the arts of peace rather than the science of war. On each
returning Fourth of July our people have met to celebrate the signing of the Declaration
of Independence; their hearts have renewed their vows to free institutions and their voices
have praised the forefathers whose wisdom and courage and patriotism made it possible
for each succeeding generation to repeat the words,
“My country, ‘tis of thee,
Sweet land of liberty,
Of thee I sing.”
This sentiment was well-nigh universal until a year ago. It was to this sentiment
that the Cuban insurgents appealed; it was this sentiment that impelled our people to
enter into the war with Spain. Have the people so changed within a few short months
that they are now willing to apologize for the War of the Revolution and force upon the
Filipinos the same system of government against which the colonists protested with
fire and sword?
The hour of temptation has come, but temptations do not destroy, they merely
test the strength of individuals and nations; they are stumbling blocks or steppingstones; they lead to infamy or fame, according to the use made of them. . . .
Our nation is tempted to depart from its “standard of morality” and adopt a
policy of “criminal aggression.” But, will it yield?
If I mistake not the sentiment of the American people they will spurn the bribe of
imperialism, and, by resisting temptation, win such a victory as has not been won since
the battle of Yorktown. Let it be written of the United States: Behold a republic that took
up arms to aid a neighboring people, struggling to be free; a republic that, in the progress
of the war, helped distant races whose wrongs were not in contemplation when hostilities
began; a republic that, when peace was restored, turned a deaf ear to the clamorous voice
of greed and to those borne down by the weight of a foreign yoke, spoke the welcome
words, Stand up; be free—let this be the record made on history’s page and the silent
example of this republic, true to its principles in the hour of trial, will do more to extend
the area of self-government and civilization than could be done by all the wars of
conquest that we could wage in a generation.
The forcible annexation of the Philippine Islands is not necessary to make the
United States a world power. For over ten decades our nation has been a world power.
During its brief existence it has exerted upon the human race an influence more potent for
good than all the other nations of the earth combined, and it has exerted that influence
without the use of sword or Gatling gun. Mexico and the republics of Central and South
America testify to the benign influence of our institutions, while Europe and Asia give
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evidence of the working of the leaven of self-government. In the growth of democracy
we observe the triumphant march of an idea—an idea that would be weighted down
rather than aided by the armor and weapons proffered by imperialism.
Much has been said of late about Anglo-Saxon civilization. Far be it from me to
detract from the service rendered to the world by the sturdy race whose language we
speak. The union of the Angle and the Saxon formed a new and valuable type, but the
process of race evolution was not completed when the Angle and the Saxon met. A still
later type has appeared which is superior to any which has existed heretofore; and with
this new type will come a higher civilization than any which has preceded it. Great has
been the Greek, the Latin, the Slav, the Celt, the Teuton and the Anglo-Saxon, but greater
than any of these is the American, in whom are blended the virtues of them all.
Civil and religious liberty, universal education and the right to participate,
directly or through representatives chosen by himself, in all the affairs of
government—these give to the American citizen an opportunity and an inspiration
which can be found nowhere else.
Standing upon the vantage ground already gained the American people can
aspire to a grander destiny than has opened before any other race.
Anglo-Saxon civilization has taught the individual to protect his own rights,
American civilization will teach him to respect the rights of others.
Anglo-Saxon civilization has taught the individual to take care of himself,
American civilization, proclaiming the equality of all before the law, will teach him
that his own highest good requires the observance of the commandment: “Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.”
Anglo-Saxon civilization has, by force of arms, applied the art of government
to other races for the benefit of Anglo-Saxons; American civilization will, by the
influence of example, excite in other races a desire for self-government and a
determination to secure it.
Anglo-Saxon civilization has carried its flag to every clime and defended it with
forts and garrisons. American civilization will imprint its flag upon the hearts of all who
long for freedom.
To American civilization, all hail!
1

William Jennings Bryan, “America’s Mission,” in Peter B. Levy, ed., 100 Key Documents in American
Democracy (Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1994), 290-294.

Stepping Onto Stage of World Power

17
1

"The Roosevelt Corollary" (1904)
Theodore Roosevelt

It is not true that the United States feels any land hunger or entertains any projects as
regards the other nations of the Western Hemisphere save such as are for their welfare.
All that this country desires is to see the neighboring countries stable, orderly, and
prosperous. Any country whose people conduct themselves well can count upon our
hearty friendship. If a nation shows that it knows how to act with reasonable efficiency
and decency in social and political matters, if it keeps order and pays its obligations, it
need fear no interference from the United States. Chronic wrongdoing, or an
impotence which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in
America, as elsewhere, ultimately require intervention by some civilized nation, and in
the Western Hemisphere the adherence of the United States to the Monroe Doctrine
may force the United States, however reluctantly, in flagrant cases of such
wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of an international police power. If every
country washed by the Caribbean Sea would show the progress in stable and just
civilization which with the aid of the Platt amendment Cuba has shown since our
troops left the island, and which so many of the republics in both Americas are
constantly and brilliantly showing, all question of interference by this Nation with
their affairs would be at an end. Our interests and those of our southern neighbors are
in reality identical. They have great natural riches, and if within their borders the reign
of law and justice obtains, prosperity is sure to come to them. While they thus obey
the primary laws of civilized society they may rest assured that they will be treated by
us in a spirit of cordial and helpful sympathy. We would interfere with them only in
the last resort, and then only if it became evident that their inability or unwillingness
to do justice at home and abroad had violated the rights of the United States or had
invited foreign aggression to the detriment of the entire body of American nations. It is
a mere truism to say that every nation, whether in America or anywhere else, which
desires to maintain its freedom, its independence, must ultimately realize that the right
of such independence can not be separated from the responsibility of making good use
of it.

1

Theodore Roosevelt, "The Roosevelt Corollary," in Thomas G. Patterson and Dennis Merrill, eds.,
Major Problems in American Foreign Relations, Vol. I (Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath, 1995), 507.

